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https://ogham.co/ogham-alphabet/ 
 

“Ogham is an ancient alphabet that appeared in Ireland at least 1,600 years ago. It was 
used to inscribe Irish onto stone monuments. 
 

The word ogham refers only to the form of the letters, while the letters themselves are 
known collectively as the Beith-luis-nin, these are the first three names of the letters in the 
ogham alphabet, in the same manner as the word alphabet derives from the first two 
names of the letter’s alpha and beta. 
The ogham alphabet originally consisted of twenty distinct characters called feda “trees” 
and arranged into four groups called aicme “families”. The different groups correlate the 
direction of the strokes. 
 
Some of the letters were corresponding to trees and others were not. 

 
A Key to the ogham alphabet was found in the 
book of Ballymoney 

 (Leabhar Bhaile an Mhóta) co sligo, (currently 
housed in the Royal Irish Academy in Dublin) 
 
 The principal scribes were Solam Ó Droma, 
Robertus Mac Sithigh and Magnus Ó 
Duibgennain, all of whom were pupils of the 
great Brehon McEgan family. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ria.ie/library/catalogues/special-collections/medieval-and-early-

modern-manuscripts/book-ballymote-leabhar 
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